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Hersey, John Knopf 
THE WALL $4.00 


* This is an extraordinary book, a book that grips the reader despite its length, 
its apparently fragmentary and episodic format. As one reads, the pattern of the story 
emerges, the pieces fall into place, the kaleidoscope resolves into an integrated unity. 
Here is the story of the Warsaw ghetto and the battle of a tiny segment of the Jewish 

pid residents against the might of the invader and conqueror. In fact, the story is of heroic 
stature; the details, as they've emerged from authentic records, diaries, interviews of 
survivors, are melodrama exceeding fictionized imaginings. And John Hersey has staged 
his telling of the story in so minutely conceived a fictional setting that it has the 
ring of authentic source material from start to finish. His narrator, in large part, is 
one Noach Levinson, a lonely man, a scholar who calls himself an archivist, one who has 

& chosen as his role the recording of the ghetto story in human terms. With unparalleled 
skill Hersey has woven a tapestry of these records, so that the people emerge, fully re- 
elized, with the inevitable blacks and whites and greys of true life, with the enlarge- 
ment of their virtues under stress, the enlargement too of their vices; with the bicker- 
ings and the tensions of too intimate association enforced upon them. We learn the weak- 
nesses of their resentments. We share with them intensification of nationalism - and the 
other side of the coin, as some try to escape, at any price, the cost of their racial 
heritage. Levinson is narrator, but gradually becomes a part of a “family” - consisting 
of the Mazurs, the Bersons, the Apts, who together- and separately- symbolize the whole 
of the ghetto cast. The interest lies not so much in the tenuous thread of story, though 
one is held by the fears as plans are laid for a final desperate stand in miniature 
war, members of the group are smuggled “outside” to collect weapons, communication is es- 
tablished and lost and found again, - as in the growing sense of in-knowing the emotional 
life, the creative sense that makes possible the final scene. The twelve day battle is 
history. Hersey has given it that integrity he gave to his story of Hiroshima. The es- 
cape- the thirty six hours in the sewer - the tragedy of those who failed to escape, 4 
tragedy that had something of dignity and exaltation- these too he has given in terms of 
restrained drama. Here is a book that should prove a landmark in American writing and 
publishing. B.O.M. for March. 


March 2 
Lancaster, Bruce Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
PHANTOM FORTRESS $3.00 
“@ . * Lancaster is rounding out another phase of the American Revolution, this time 
with one of the most romantic figures as central character, Franc.s Marion, the Swamp Fox, 


and the extraordinary partisan campaign waged against the Tories and British-led troops. 
A colorful phase of American history, of which Lancaster has taken full advantage, as he 
did with his Civil War stories (Wo Bugles Tonight and The Scarlet Patch) - no adventure, 
no incident could be more exciting than history itself affords. Against this Robin Hood 
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phase of the campaign in the Carolinas (where the British won all the battles and lost all 
the campaigns), is told the story of a young American officer, veteran of Long Island, of 
New Jersey, of Valley Forge, escaped from a Southern prison, and of his rather painful 
conversion to the utterly unorthodox methods by which the brilliantly gifted Marion achiev- 
ed his goals. And a thread of romance is woven into the story by the introduction of 4 
girl, part French, part Dutch, refugee from race riots in the island which was her home. 
Guarded- presumably- by the convoy in which young Ross is riding, ‘she eventually becomes 

&@ part of the slender chain by which Marion's messages are carried, a secret agent of the 
rebels right under the nose of her double dealing French uncle and guardian. Adventure- 
cum- love story, this makes extraordinarily good reading in a first rate, fast moving 
story, with no modern emotional complications- a clean yarn, with a good chance for a 

plv~ teen age sale. 


' Godden, Rumer Viking 
A BREATH OF AIR $3.00 


The publishers define this as a modern Tempest. True enough, in that castaways 
from the bustling outer world find refuge on an unchartered island - and find, too, the 
overlord of the island, a man from their own world who has shed the bondage of material 
things at home, only to acquire vast riches for which he has no use, vast power over the 
more or less helpless natives of the island, and vast disdain for anything that reminds 
him of the past. With him in his retreat is a lovely daughter, who has been educated in 
; the vacuum of only mental acceptance of things taught- and no experience, no companions 
other than the semi-enslaved island folk. And among the local inhabitants, there is one 
rebel, who has learned along with the daughter - and one half breed, a Caliban-sort-of- 
person, who lays claims to the island which his mother had once controlled. The castaways 
seem answer to prayer. Charis needed a mate. Filipino needed to know some other young 
men like himself. The island people needed to regain their own rights. Here is an idyllic 
tale, with less of the perceptiveness, the authenticity of exploring the emotional] factors, 
than one associates with Rumer Godden- but with her imaginative quality, the skilled craft- 
manship and originality of her style, the artistry of her story-telling. Where another 
writer might have made the symbolism, the parallels, into a contrived and artificial tale, 
Rumer Godden has woven into it much of her own magic. 


March 13 


Little, Brown 


Forester, ©.S. 
MR. MIDSHIPMAN HORNBLOWER $37.5. 

Turn back the leaves to the first stumbling months in His Majesty's Navy, as 
experienced by Horatio Hornblower, beloved hero of the series that bears his name. We 
meet him as a very green and homesick and frightened boy. Through a series of episodes 
he grows into the man we already know,- hard headed, soft hearted, fully aware of his own 
shortcomings, modest as to his attainments. The story is told- as were the first Horn- 
blower tales, episodically, with broken sequence, as he serves his country in the French 
Wars, the Spanish Wars, and under two captains. Characteristically Forester are the su- 
perb sea battles and the redolence of the life on board ship. The main interest lies in 
one's sense of meeting again a valued friend, of tying in some of the threads of remenm- 
bered narrative with happenings that explain and expand, Not as vigorous story-télling as 
the othér Hornblower yarns, but good réading for armchair naval strategists. 


Two Names- Doubtful Sales 


A new collection of Saroyan stories, uneven, but the Saroyan fans will want it,- THE 
ASSYRIAN and Other Stories (Harcourt). A new Robert Penn Warren - again for a loyal 
market, WORLD ENOUGH AND TIME (Random House). A fresh talent for an affecting story 
in William Manners’ OWE IS A LONESOME NUMBER (Dutton). Reports follow. 
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January 20 


Saroyan, William Harcourt, Brace 
THE ASSYRIAN And Other Stories $3.50 


Charactertistically Saroyan, in the intensity of preoccupation with Saroyan, 
these are stories that devotees will relish for the atmosphere, the sensitive characteriza- 
tion and the whimsical philosophy - while the average short story market, demanding en- 
grossing plot, must look elsewhere. Eleven short stories, with wide variety of length and 
technique recognizably related as different facets and expressions of man's loneliness, 
permit Mr. Saroyan to get a number of things off his chest. Some derive from his child- 
hood in the Armenian settlement near Fresno, California; some from his later life. In 
particular the problem of the writer's place in life occupies the spotlight in the three 
most significant stories,- the title story, 4A Good Wav to Stay and The Cocktail Party. An 
introduction is devoted to an analysis of the stories and an attempt to set forth the 
meaning of what it is to be a writer, a reiteration of the faith in simple humanity which 
gives his stories their emotional value. 


February 1 
Avalon Books 
Gilmore, Cecile 22 East 60th St.N. Y. 
HOLD ME FAST $2.00 


Contrasts in character for the story of Betsy Harling, good and generous, and 
Sheila, willful and wanton, the younger adopted sister Betsy had always indulged. With 
Betsy's engagement to Lucien, a Frenchman of dubious principles, Sheila once again makes 
@ play for Betsy's man (who only wants her money), abuses a youngster to get her way, 
fails, and is killed. This leaves Betsy free to marry a more upstanding and younger man. 
In this line, which is rental, this is definitely personable and presentable. 


Shipman, Natalie Avalon Books 
ONCE UPON A SUMMER $2.00 


Still in the soap opera field, this however has none of the «obnoxious qualities 
of that type and its lack of vulgarity, sensationalism and triteness is welcome in romance. 
For Dan Collier's young wife, Kay, resents living in Windover where Dan had summered, is 
jealous of Dan's old friendship with Christina and almost creates a scandal when her in- 
maturity drives her to indiscretion. But Dan, with Christina's help, is able to handle 
Kay properly and the death of Christina's husband marks a new era for all three. A real 
sense of a Berkshire town and a mature approach to the problems of marriage and friend- 
ship, this is a safety for libraries and rentals. 


February 6 V 


Calmer, Ned Scribne> 
THE STRANGE LAND $3.00 


The CBS news commentator writes of the past war in terms of US brass to bullets 
as Operation Uppercut, which was to penetrate German territory after the Normandy invasion, 
was carried through. November 1944 - and less than a week of an offensive doomed to fail- 
ure before its start, from the disbelief of the top ranking, to the impossibility of suc- 
cess because of the exhaustion of the men, the lack of replacements and supplies, the know- 
ledge that whatever the outcome the cost in human life will be too high. Here are the main 
and lesser characters, to whom the orders and events have a personal rather than an in- 
personal importance, from the riflemen and platoon sergeants and leaders, to the company 
and division commander to G-2, the war correspondents and others. It is in the love be- 
tween Lt. Keith and WAC Clare Drake, in the vicious selfishness of widely known corres- 
pondent Wexel, in the invincible armor of Gen. Mallon and the total joyceian recall of the 
whole cast's inner and outer responses to the human relations and the mounting tension of 
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actual engagement that the drama of military and individual catharsis is played out as 
the unit moves on - and is destroyed. Not an emotional story but one which proves in cold, 
harsh, brutal and grim terms its title “War is a strange land....and only Death is recog- 































nition, speaking as he does sometimes from every hill...." 
: February 6 
de Lima, Sigrid Scribner : 
CAPTAIN'S BEACH $3.00 — 


In a@ prose which is stylised, imagistic and in contrast to the content, this is 
@ strange, suggestive and rather inconclusive story of lives ineffectual against the back- 
ground in which they move. This is that of a cheerless New York rooming house run by the 
Mortlocks;-Mrs. Mortlock, a mass of flesh, ailing and embittered by the death of a young 
son many years ago; Mortlock- who finds an occasional escape in local bars; Lisa, their 
daughter, subdued and sensitive; and Taylor, their new roomer, a young man with a limp 
who is an immediate target for Mrs. Mortlock's hopes for Lisa. Becoming engaged to Lisa, 
Taylor retreats a first time, comes back again just after an accident in which Mortlock 
is invalided, just before the death of Mrs. Mortlock, and it is after the funeral of Mrs. 
Mortlock that Taylor runs away a second time- never to return... A first novel, with a 
certain talent but with little likelihood of attracting a general audience. 


February 7 


Lamkin, Speed Houghton, Mifflin 
TIGER IN THE GARDEN $3.00 


A deep dip into the tarnished tradition of the unreconstructed South of Louisi- 
ana. Henry Nelson, cousin to the aristocratic Richardsons,follows the story of their 
glory - and decline - and in so doing reveals himself as a loyal, ever protecting and de- 
voted relation - if at last waking to doubt. These are the days of raging wait, when 
“leukemia of the soul” is fed by the frustrations inherent in the social and economic life. 
It is Caroline on whom devolves the responsibility not only of upholding family pride and 
custom but of guiding and supporting her two brothers, Percy and Byron; who marries in- 
telligent, all animal, Jim Conway, frowned on by the family, but marked for wealth and 
fame; who through inertia absorbs Jim's bid for freedom with his money and chance in poli- 
tics; who as a finale binds him to her when his plans blow up on a wave of scandal and his 
wealth is dissipated in the crash. Henry tells this in the first person and leaves noth- 
ing - of Percy's degradation via vicious Gus and liquor, Byron's via bloated self-esteem, 
Caroline's via cancerous self-righteousness - out of the picture which limns an agricultur- 
al as well as a moonlight and harsh shadow aristocracy in a poking, prying, slavering 
sycophancy. There's Welty - Truman Capote - even Marquand for iniluences in this unspar- 
ing, unflattering Louisiana family portrait. 


February 14 


Nygaard, Norman EE. Longmans, Green 
THEY SOUGHT A COUNTRY , $2.50 





Another recording of the "great American saga”, this time with Norwegian over- 
-tones and dialect. Two families, the Trygvesons and the Torgersons, brains and brawn re- 
spectively, set out from Norway for greener fields in the “Meenapolis” section, at the 
turn of the century. After the usual number of setbacks and the emergence of a modicum 
of black sheep in each group, the patriarchs are allowed to die with the satisfaction that 
their pioneer dreams have come true and their families are on the way to honest prosperity 
and dignity in the New World....The record is becoming rather old and cracked, and is only 
slightly relieved by bits of Norwegian tradition. 
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February 16 





Mealand, Richard Doubleday 
THE FIRST PERSON $3.00_.~ 











A rather tawdry piece about ea New York columnist, who can't quite make up his 
mind what is most important to him:- his feud with Harry Bannock (recognizable as a gossip 
hound type of columnist of countrywide fame), his own bursts of inspiration, his projected 
book, or his love life. There too he finds himself at odds with himself, bored with his 
wife, beguiled by his affair with a clever woman journalist, and easy prey to his emotions 
when he finds himself newly equipped with a personable young secretary. An impersonator 
supplies melodrama on the side when he uses Luke‘s name while posing as lover of a naive 
young woman - and gets her pregnant. Then Luke- going sentimental for a change- gives the 
gossip hound savory meat by agreeing to finance the girl so basely betrayed in his name. 
All very lush with names named and full flavor of the Fleet Street-New York style- back- 
ground of bars and haunts. Mealand my know his stuff- but his readers deserve a better 
book from him. 






























February 23 


Misrock, Henry Doubleday 
GOD HAD SEVEN DAYS | $3.00 \__- 


A modern miracle story of the reassertion of faith in an illusionless world, this 
has a definite buoyancy as well as humor, makes its appeal on a likeable and not too in- 
spirational level. This tells of four boys in a ward in a Veterans’ Hospital, three par- 
alyzed from the waist down and one who is blind, and of Jimmy's promise to God to enter 

a His service if they are healed. God performs the miracle after a visitation to Jimmy, and 
the boys walk out of the hospital at night, create a national crisis. Jimmy, refusing to 
exploit the situation, preaches a return to religious faith which all at first follow; 
business comes to a standstill, and finally uses political pressure to discredit the mir- 
acle. The boys, attacked, reviled, stand firm and finally with the support of all other | 
Veterans, who refuse to lose their belief in the one evidence of hope in 4 materialistic 
world, are finally vindicated. This, with its sentiment, exuberance, and lack of subtlety, 
is most closely reminiscent of The Miracle of 24th Street and is for that market. 


February 24 


Woolf, James Creative Age Press 
SONG WITHOUT SERMON $3.00 





A collection of dear littie horrors who in their unspeakable actions compose a 
picture of complete unpleasantness. Henry Malling, whose mother Rose, married for her 
baby's legitimacy, is pushed, urged, pled with and unreasonably persuaded to become a 
little gentleman, and soon learned how far deceit, slyness, hypocrisy and lies would go. 
Through his invidious hatred he caused the death of the unborn child of Rose’ second marr- 
iage, wrecked and ended the life of his friend, Derek, whose titled family were impotent 
against their son's homosexuality, and was the means of killing Rose too. The dissolution 
of these ties delivered Henry into the hands of sadistic, Jewish, vengeful Ada so that 
even his hope - in his love for Derek's sister, Penelope, weakens when Ada turns the screws 
on his freedom after his vile behaviour in World Wer II. A detailed portrayal of despica- 
ble monstrosities - each transcending the worst of the others - that makes an issue of 
a decency for decency's sake. When the British do it - even a heel - they sometimes do it 
more so. 
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Willingham, Calder Vanguard 
GERALDINE BRADSHAW $3.50 


Following his first novel, End As A Man, which for its more than realistic, bru- 
tal portrayal of a boys' school was praised in certain quarters, banned in others, this 
graduates to a slightly older age level- 21- but is an explicit documentary of boy makes 
girl. Here, in @ predominantly scatological style and in the pursuit of sexual enterprises, 
this tells of Dick Davenport and Beauregard St. John, two less chivalric southerners now in 
Chicago. It is primarily Dick's story, as he attempts to make Geraldine Bradshaw, a car 
operator in the hotel where he is working as a bellboy, and as during a three day runa- 
round, Geraldine foils his attempts. Unsure whether Geraldine, a chronic liar, is just a 
virginal tease or whether she is- as she alternately claims- suffering from a hangover of 
rape at 13, the fiancee of an army flier, the victim of her drunken brother-in-law, or just 
pregnant, Dick is eventually left with only the aggravation of failure... As in the first 
book, this has a certain verbatim fidelity although, except for very tired tastes, it is 
not enticing. 


February 28 


Scowcroft, Richard Houghton, Mifflin 
FIRST FAMILY ; $3.50 en 


A first novel which follows with a scrupulous realism and a very truthful por- 
trayal of time and place and people the falling fortunes of a first family in a small town 
in the middle west. It is Harriet Gannon, mother of six, and her husband, of substantial 
means, who centered all pride in their progeny, lived through their children. And with 
the background music of the player piano and Barney Google, the first short hair cuts and 
the green hats, one watches the loss of old traditions and ties, the discrepancy between 
generations, the dissolution of the family. Jack, the oldest boy, proudly sent off to 
Harvard, is kicked out and goes to New York to waste some years in "research". Eddie, who 
had style and looks, gives up her hopes of the wide world to marry a dull and solid citizen; © 
Babe runs off with a boy the town had ostracized and is not heard from again; Louise, shy 
and selfless, postpones marriage for many years to take care of Harriet after Papa's death; 
and Gus, the baby, leaves State University and a mangled romance to enlist... An ultimately 
sobering, saddening portrayal of the diminution of high hopes in shabby realities, this has 
@ slow, cumulative effectiveness. 


Walsh, Thomas Little, Brown 
NIGHTMARE IN MANHATTAN $2.50 / 


In the story of the aftermath of a kidnapping of a six year old, this focusses 
its full intensity on the urgency of the search for Tony Murchison in Manhattan Depot 
(Grand Central), is softened somewhat by the vulnerability of its target and the emotions 
of those involved. In the vigil in which his father, his father's secretary, railroad 
patrolman Calhoun and the police participate, the moves of the kidnapper are closely fol- 
lowed from his first contact with Murchison, to the recognition of his identity,and through 
the precarious pursuit by the police who are afraid to endanger the life of the child. A 
nonstop narrative, eased off here and there by sentiment. 
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Warren, Robert Penn Random House 
WORLD ENOUGH AND TIME $5.75" 


Short story writer, poet and Pulitzer Prize Award winner with All the King's 
Men, Robert Penn Warren has established his right to speak for his native Kentucky - as 
well as for his adoptive Louisiana. And Kentucky is once again the background and in- 
tegral part of this long novel, the story of Jeremiah Beaumont. The period- early 19th 
century, finds Kentucky still a frontier, with the inevitable conflicts between frontier 
viewpoints and those of an encroaching civilization. From a background representative 
of these conflicts comes Jeremiah, and the story tells of his brief journeys into the 
other world represented by his violent grandfather, of his chance for an education in 
the law, of his tutelage under the esteemed lawyer and politican, Fort. Then Rachel 
comes into his life. His passionate and erratic courtship culminates in first a promise 
to kill Fort, who had betrayed her, and then marriage, the promise unfulfilled. Jeremiah's 
twisted conscience drove him, this way and that; Rachel's abnormal and frustrated emo- 
tions - and their strange, perverted relationship ~- drove him further, and eventually he 
killed Fort. A large portion of the book is concerned with the trial, while Jeremiah's 
confession and apologia is woven into the very texture of the story. Eventually, on the 
very verge of execution, his friend (who is proved eventually to have been his betrayer) 
Wilkie, engineers his escape, with Rachel, against whom his anger has turned. There's 
another strange interlude of seclusion in a western island colony - then Rachel's death 
and eventually Jeremiah’s violent end. An unusual and difficult book - oddly dated in 
style and substance, but an authentic mirroring of the moods and passions of the times. 


March 6 


Manners, William Dutton 
ONE IS A LONESOME NUMBER $3.00 


* A slight, gentle and affecting story of a young couple, Ward and Peg, and their 
small son, as they face the inescapable imminence of death. Ward, a crime story editor 
for a cheap magazine and a long way from the novel he wants to write, suddenly gets a 
doctor's verdict of a cerebral lesion which limits his life to a question of days. These 
are spent in a recall of the past, the immediacy of the present, the speculations over 
the future for Peg- alone, and the urgency of the book which must be written for Peg, 
from whom all this is kept. And with the completion of the book- which is his story- 
Ward shares it with Peg... There's a young and catching quality to Ward and Peg to make 
this all the more upsetting. Some however may resent this kind of emotional exploitation. 


Mat cti9 er: 


Clement, Hal Doubleday 
NEEDLE $300 
2,50 
The superscientific world, with this time some supramedical tangents, this tells 
of the unearthly parasite, the Hunter, a symbiote, who comes to earth in a rocket ship and 
takes as his host- Bob - a boy of fifteen. A four pound mass of gelatinous material, the 
Hunter can only live in another's body, and communicating his presence- and his mission- 
his search for another symbiote- to Bob, Bob fully cooperates with his unseen presence. 
With the medical assistance of Bob's doctor, they attempt to locate the Hunter’s enemy 
microscopically, but it is the Hunter who realizes that his quarry is located in Bob's 
father, while Bob stages the dangerous fire which forces him out and to his death.... 
For this new audience of science fiction readers, this has an imaginative, ingenious 


content. 
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March 9 










Corbett, Hlizabeth Doubleday 


0 

THE DUKE'S DAUGHTER $5 -09,, 

The third in this series, this continues the career of Eve Hastings, still 4 
fine figure of a woman (and heaving it around) as after the death of her second husband, 
she looks around for a third. Courted by older Senator Wayne Pepperidge, and accepting 
his offer of marriage although she defers the date, Eve's interest is really caught by 
Phil Dunham, incommunicative and inaccessible. At the death of Phil's mother, he tells 
her of his illegitimacy, destroys her worship of her father whom he claims responsible, 
but although Eve is later able to prove that “the Duke” was not to blame, she is never 
able to reconcile their romance and she sends for her Senator.... Age may not wither her, 
but does custom stale? 





\s 











March 10 







a 
Flaino, Ennio Pellegrini & Cudahy 


THE SHORT CUT $3.00 























An introspective novel, told in the first person, which explores the territory 
of delusion when an Italian Lieutenant sets out to have an aching tooth cared for on his 
four days leave. A short cut through the African wilderness leads him to a native girl 
in whom he finds all the secrets of her country, and when he accidentally shoots her, and 
later kills her to speed her dying, it is not only 4 spiritual haunting but a physical 
that besets him. He begins to believe that he has contracted leprosy from her so that he 
not only has to flee the moral guilt but the possible stigma of his unckeanness. AWOL, 
evading chances of being found out, frustratedly wandering, never completing associations 

7 | with any of the military he meets, depending on whores, natives for safety, he returns to 

a the scene of his crime, confronted by the girl's father and is at last saved by him. A 
crime and punishment theme set against hostile shadows where the visible and invisible 
signs of evil take on a Dali-esque atmosphere. The translation by Stuart Hood has cer- 
tain awkward moments. 


March 14 2/2¢ 


Davidman, Joy Macmillan 
WEEPING BAY $3.00 


A harsh, unrelieved novel about a poverty-stricken Canadian fishing village on 

the St. Lawrence in the Gaspe. All Catholics, all unbearably hard-working, they follow 
@ pretty miserable life pattern; the men either fish for cod or work in the Boisbert fac- 
tory; the women bear ten or more children and watch them starve to death. There is an 
occasional bingo game or carnival to cut the tedium, but the general picture is stark and 
joyless. Father Desrosiers, a representative of the Syndicate of Catholic Workers, sets 
up in the town in the hope that he can organize and achieve better wages and living son- 
ditions for the men. A timid, thin-lipped, quite foolish priest, Desrosiers is generally 
ineffectual and is scorned by the hierarchy of the already established priests living in 
Weeping Bay. The unctuous Cure of the church does not wish to see his simple (if starving) 
flock contaminated by materialism and prefers to keep them poor, while his brother, the 
Chief of Police, rapes and ruins a waitress in the town's hotel. But there are moments 
of rebellion all along the line; Herve, a factory worker, hot-bloodedly fights for his 
and others’ rights; Mireille, afraid to have children because they will starve, aborts 

a herself; Marie-Ange defies the priest and uses birth-control methods.... Apparently a 

4" plea for a more flexible Catholicism, this is alive and tense and well-written. 
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we 
Mereh-27 4} | 


Kaplan, H.J. Harper i 
THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES $2.50 3 


A take-off on all the Hemingwayesque, lost generation folk, as seen through the 
thoroughly jaundiced eye of old Phineas W. Strauss, an ex-patriate literateur who lives 
in Paris, who doesn't act as old as he should and who is occasionally reminiscent of 
Andre Gide. Almost everyone eventually ends up at Phineas’ flat, either for a nip of 
brandy or some Talk. Among these are the young American lovers, Tony and Pat; a dark 
creature Mireille, who lounges in the background like an odalisque; and a literary man 
named Boggs who is accidentally killed and thrown in the Seine because of Pat's political 
convictions. Tony, a decent boy, wants to paint and tour and marry Pat, and Pat, vibrant, 
brilliant, carries the red flag high but also wants to marry Tony. In the process of 
touring and love-making they get messed up after a party when Pat lands in bed with 4 
painter, and he finds himself involved with the painter's wife... A rather odd, always 
amusing and sometimes tragic sojourn into a Bohemian Paris gone rather pastel in 1947. 


Monash, Paul Scribner 
HOW BRAVE WE LIVE $3.00 


In harsh lines and broad language, this is a half serious, half satiric portray- 
al of the "generation that doesn't have the courage to get lost" - the intellectuals of 
Greenwich Village, profane, parasitic, insolvent, the insecurity of their future, the 
tenuousness of their present, the transience of their loves. Following the wake left by 
Breedon Rawley, 23, a virgin and a stutterer, who gets a Hollywood contract after a book 
club selection of his novels makes him a success,this continues the lives of those 
on which his book was based. Kittredge, once their leader, ends in a Parisian in- 
sane asylum; Amy, once his mistress, and a tosspot, cannot be separated from the bottle; 
Aaron Ross, @ painter, and bitter about being a Jew, is jailed after an unfortunate racial 
incident; and Lois Wilson, part white, part Negro, over whom the incident arose, runs off 
to Haiti on the money raised by Aaron's sympathizers... The gross, ungainly, even grotes- 
que in these lives- none of which have an attractive attribute- give this a caricatural 
focus in spite of the occasional, interlinear sympathy. (Public Libraries will want to 
exercise caution. ) 


Just Received - For Januarv i9 


Orwell, George Harcourt, Brace 
COMING UP FOR AIR $3.00 


A very different dish of tea from his earlier ‘nimal Farm and recent Nineteen 
Eighty-Four. both of which instigated aroused controversy, is this book which was publish- 
ed in England before the war. Prophetic in its atmosphere, it is the total recall of 
George Bowling, 45, which is started by his set of new false teeth and some money he has 
won on the horses. The morning's events help him envision what will come with Hitler's 
threats growing stronger,lead him to think of his youth with special intensity and review 
the sort of secure, continuous life that went with World War I which took him out of the 
grocery business, turned him loose among books, inspired his thinking. The mental squalor 
of his life thereafter with Hilda and their two children and his presént doubts as to what 
is coming - and the 17 quid - send him on a secret visit to his old home. It in turn of-. 
fers only failure as an antidote for the country has turned into town, no one knows or 
remembers him or his family - everything is disillusion. In London again with the know- 
ledge earned that there is no going back,that what is to come - horrible as it must be - 
cannot be stopped. Honesty in the picture of a man neither highbrow nor a fool of a poky 
milieu and the mingy situations of living, of the downhill path to a ghastly flux, this 
in its backward, introspective look offers a nostalgic, sincere appreciation of a way of 
life that can never be again, and will prove something new for his followers. 
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January 25 









Field, Peter Morrow 
BLACKSNAKE TRAIL $2.50 







That venerable threesome, Pat Stevens, Sam and Ezra this time butting up against 
Tallman, head of a big hauling outfit, who has been roughing up the independent operators 
who tried to run freight in competition. Defending Fern, whose father Tallman eventually 
kills, and running interference against Tallman's imported troublemakers and bullyboys, 
Pat finally shoots it out alone with Tallman and clears the way for free enterprise. 



























February 23 


Price, Ruth Fenisong Doubleday 
ILL WIND $2.25 


A Bahamian island and elements of unrest and the uncanny lending a foreign fla- 
vor to the story of Esme Wickham, rich and irresponsible, as he imports- for a stay there- 
the personnel of an insolvert night club who are joined by his former wife, Lynn, and a 
religious crackpot. With the disappearance of Lynn, the death of his native superintend- 
ent, Wick finally faces voodoo violence before he is able to rescue and reinstate Lynn as 
his wife. Save for the atmospheric assists, not too much of a story. Crime Club. 


Stein, Aaron Marc Doubleday 
THREE-WITH BLOOD $2.25 


Archaeologists Elsie Mae and Tim, now in Mexico in search of a rare golden cock- 
¢ erel, also cope with more contemporary problems when a wealthy Mexican charmer is murdered 
and the police direct suspicion against an innocent native servant. With a second killing, 
and a third, these two are able to produce the correct culprit and the evidence. Elsie 
Mae and Tim, while almost museum pieces in this field by now, are still not quite collec- 
tors’ items. 


March 1 


Ernenwein, Leslie Dutton 
AMBUSH AT JUBILO JUNCTION $2.50 


Lee Chilhowee, a Texan homesteading in Arizona, jailed for the murder of 4 cow- 
boy, is convicted for life on the evidence of Hallmark, a rancher. Enabled to make a get- 
away through Riley, another homesteader, Chilhowee joins up with Riley against Hallmark, 
evades the posse on his trail, and eventually breaks with Riley who proves to be the 
killer he is after... More than substential shooting (and loving) keep this going quite 
a@ clip. 


Merch 2 /4 


Haycox, Ernest Little, Brown 
ROUGH JUSTICE $2.50 


| * This hearty handful of short stories by one of the most practised and polished 
of western writers has an essential honesty and validity of theme and background which 
earmark it for the selective follower. For in portraying frontier life of the 1880's in 

@ Nebraska and Arizona, sometimes through the eyes of children, sometimes in straight nar- 

| ration, the misdemeanors of men against the law and the law's own perspective are reveal- 

ed. Whether it be the youngest of a gold mining combine taking the dust back to safety, 
the killing of a tough hombre for the good of all, the routing of a woman's wiles, the 
Playing out of a hand without welshing - these are tales of how tension kills decency, 
where bad manners and poor judgment end in a long finis, for the right man who has done 

the wrong deed. Stage coach tempo - and satisfying. 
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March 9 












Dodge, Langdon Doubleday 
MIDSUMMER MADNESS $2.25 








The agitated, apprehensive female again - this time the new companion for a 
motherless little boy becomes immediately enmeshed in the Goodale family affairs. Mysti- 
fied by the power of the apparent housekeeper, by the treatment of the matriarch, bewild- 
ered by hints of old scandal, Selena Merrill saves her charge from being killed, escapes 

herself but sees another murder done. Rescued by her employer she sees an eye for an eye 
justice done. Petticoat pantings - not always necessary. 












> f\ f Doubleday 
THE HUNGRY SPIDER {' ‘"**( . $2.25 





Jepson, Selwyn 






Feminine misadventure in another Eve Gill story (remember Outrun the Constable). 
Eve manages to involve herself in her father's illegal activities (all very gentlemanly) - 
to escape in a melodramatic fashion and pay the piper her own unique way - and to have 
some heart palpitations, briefly, over her rescuer, a chivalric Don Quixote with a mother 
complex, Edward Forsyth, only to find herself out of one sort of trouble and into another, 
as an unwilling observer of murder. Plenty of excitement before her substantial police- 
man friend, “Plain Smith", untangles her snarls. Good-not top-drawer. 
























Ames, Delano Rinehart 
MURDER BEGINS AT HOME $2.50 


Further in the offhand experiences of Jane and Dagobert Brown, now married, as 
they stop off at a ranch in the Southwest to see Miranda, Dagobert’s war experience. Find- 
& ing Mirande murdered on their arrival, Jane and Dagobert independently- and of each other- 
pursue the many members of her household who lived off her, expose all probabilities and 
vulnerabilities before the actual killer is revealed... The touch is light, the procedures 


casual. 
; March 10 
‘a Piper, Evelyn Simon & Schuster 
{ THE MOTIVE $2.50 
j With not quite the excellenw of last year's The Innocent, this is again grounded 


in psychopathic disturbances as Joe Anton, a Hollywood scenarist, is sent to uncover the 
motivation behind the murder of Shirley Kolp, a& man crazy number. In the trail which in- 
volves Gavin More, a great lover on the screen but a failure in the bed, Leo Ullman, a vic- 
tim of anti-semitism and Mary Day who had brought him back to normalcy, Joe finally finds 
the unknowns in all these lives which in their exposure provoked death... Some touchy, 
sophisticated rather than showy material here- cleverly handled. 


REPRINTS _ FOR FEBRUARY 
BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 





Chute, Verne - WAYWARD ANGEL Richter, Conrad - TACEY CROMWELL 
Davidson, David - THE HOUR OF TRUTH Speare, Dorothy - DESPERATE CHOICE 
Hankins, Robert M. - ACE-IN-THE-HOLE HAGGERTY Van Dine, S. S. - THE SMELL OF MURDER 
(Bach $.35) 
Caldwell, Taylor - THIS SIDE OF INNOCENCE Williams, B. A. - LEAVE HER TO HEAVEN 
Ee DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 

Coates, Robert - WISTERIA COTTAGE Kendrick, Baynard - OUT OF CONTROL 
Coxe, George H. - ALIAS THE DEAD Kersh, Gerald - NIGHT AND THE CITY 






Dickson, Carter - HE WOULDN'T KILL PATIENCE Overholser, Wayne D. - BUCKAROO CODE 
Hamilton, Donald - DATE WITH DARKNESS Taber, Gladys - THE HEART HAS APRIL TOO 
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GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY , 





Blue Ribbon:- Davis, Mack - GREAT AMERICAN SPORTS HUMOR - Illustrated Carl Rose - $1.00 








Dé Luxe 
Biles, R. E. - COMPLETE BOOK OF GARDEN Kieran, John - FOOTNOTES ON NATURE - $1.49 
MAGIC - $3.49 Robinson & Wilson - MYTHS AND LEGENDS 
Grenauer, Emily - BEST OF ART - $2.95 OF ALL NATIONS - $2.00 (Original ) 



































Willy and Fisher & other doctors - ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SEX - $4.95 


Halcyon House 


Cavanagh, J. Albert - LETTERING - $2.49 Fallig, Ralph L. - ARITHMETIC FOR HOME 
STUDY - $1.98 
Halcyon House Illustrated Library (Each $.69) 


ADVENTURES OF BARON MUNCHAUSEN - Illustrated by Gustav Dore 
ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER - S. L. Clemens - Illustrated by Richard Rogers 
ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND and THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS - Lewis Carroll - 
Illustrated by Tenniel 
APHRODITE ~- Pierre Louys - Illustrated by Frank L. Buttera 
BEST KNOWN GILBERT AND SULLIVAN OPERAS - Illustrated by W. S. Gilbert 
CANDIDE - Voltaire - Illustrated by Mahlon Blaine 
CHINESE LOVE TALES - George S. De Morant - Illustrated Valenti Angelo 
CONFESSIONS OF AN ENGLISH OPIUM EATER - Thomas de Quincey - Illustrated by Laurence Chaves 
CYRANO DE BERGERAC - Edmond Rostand - Illustrated by Nino Carbe 
FAUST - Goethe - Illustrated by Harry Clarke 
FRANKENSTEIN - Mary W. Shelley - Illustrated by Nino Carbe 
om THE GIRL WITH THE GOLDEN EYES - Balzac - Illustrated by F. L. Buttera 
6 LYSISTRATA - Aristophanes - Illustrated by Norman Lindsay 
THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY - Oscar Wilde - Illustrated by Louis Trugo 
PLEASANT QUESTIONS OF LOVE - Boccaccio - Illustrated by Alexander King 
AT THE SIGN OF THE QUEEN PEDAUQUE - Anatole France - Illustrated by Alexander King 
THE RUBAYIAT OF OMAR KHAYYAM - Illustrated by Edmund A. Sullivan 
SALOME - Oscar Wilde - Illustrated by Aubrey Beardsley 
SAMUEL PEPYS' DIARY - Illustrated by Randolph Adler 
A SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY - Laurence Sterne - Illustrated by Mahlon Blaine 
THE SEVEN WHO WERE HANGED - Leonid Andreyev - Illustrated by Irving Politzer 
A SHROPSHIRE LAD - A. E. Housman - Illustrated by Eleanore Blaisdell 
SINBAD THE SAILOR - as told by Laurence Housman - Illustrated by Mahlon Blaine 
SONNETS FROM THE PORTUGUESE - Elizabeth Barrett Browning - Illustrated by Fred Mayer 
THE TEMPTATION OF ST. ANTHONY -Gustave Flaubert - Illustrated by Mahlon Blaine 
THAIS - by Anatole France - Illustrated by Raphael Frieda 4 
TREASURE ISLAND - Robert Louis Stevenson - Illustrated by Lyle Justis . 
TWENTY FIVE GHOST STORIES -4d. by W. Bob Holland - Illustrated by Frank J. Russell 





Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Bradley, Preston - MEDITATION AND MY DAILY Guest, Edgar A. - FAVORITE VERSES OF - 
STRENGTH THE PERMA HANDY WORLD ATLAS 

Conklin, G.- Ed. - SCIENCE FICTION GALAXY Roth, Charles B. - HOW TO USE YOUR 

IMAGINATION TO MAKE MONEY 










Perma Giants (Each $.95) 


Curtis & Bausor - COMPLETE GUIDE TO NORTH Palgrave, Francis T.- Ed. - A GOLDEN 
AMERICAN TREES TREASURY OF ENGLISH VERSE 














Star Dollar:- Cerf, Bennett- Fd. - SHAKE WELL BEFORE USING ’ 





January 1, 1950 Reprints for Februarv (Cont.) 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Berlitz Language Books (Each $2.50) - THE BERLITZ SELF-TEACHER: German: Italian 


Dollar Books 


Gardner, E.S. - THE CASE OF THE DUBIOUS Popular Science- Ads. - EVERYBODY'S 
BRIDEGROOM ENCYCLOPEDIA OF POPULAR SCIENCE 


Mershall, Edison - CASTLE IN THE SWAMP Terzian, L. - HOW TO GET THE JOB YOU WANT 


Specials 


Gentles, R. G.- Ed.- THE ZANE GREY McClinton, Katharine - A HANDBOOK OF 
ROUND-UP - $1.49 POPULAR ANTIQUES - $1.98 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Signets for Februarv 24 (Each $.25) 


Arnold, Elliott - TWO LOVES Miller, Wade - KILLER'S CHOICE 
Hunt, Howard - DARK ENCOUNTER Raine, W. MacL. - CLATTERING HOOFS 
Keller, James - YOU CAN CHANGE THE WORLD (2/1) Savoy, Willard - ALIEN LAND 

Slade, Margaret - MARGARET 


Mentor: - Bwen, David - MUSIC FOR THE MILLIONS ($.35) 
POCKET BOOKS. Inc. 


Baldwin, Faith - GIVE LOVE THE AIR Manning, Roy ~ RENEGADE RANCH 

Brand, Max - VALLEY THIEVES Richards, Tlsley & Gibson ~ FRENCH: 

Doyle, A. Conan - THE CASE BOOK OF SELF-TAUGHT WITH PICTURES - $.35 
SHERLOCK HOLMES Rose, Billy - WINE, WOMEN AND WORDS 

Gardner, E.S.- THE CASE OF THE SULKY GIRL Taylor, Samuel W.- THE MAN WITH MY FACE 

Holding, Elisabeth S.- THE BLANK WALL Yerby, Frank - THE VIXENS 


NON - FICTION 
ONE DARK HORSE 
February 16 


Lederer, William J. - Commander, ae oe - William Sloane 
ALL THE SHIP'S AT SEA $3.00 


* More spit than polish to these memories of life in the Navy by an ex-enlisted 
man who got into Annapolis through his success as Captain of the Head and who has made 
his story more than passingly funny. There are the exploits of his good friend, Hymie 
O'Toole, the fights for the rights of the enlisted man, the belief in morale building, 
along with his own progress from peace times to war. There are hilarious pictures of 
turning a floating garbage heap into a hot ship, of the transforming of bad officers into 
good ones, of how topsy turvy operations can achieve more than regulations, of revenge via 
tattooing of China duty won by getting a pair of lady's pink pants, of how his wife's let- 
ters started a new religion in Szechwan, how a seasick cook and liquor took a ship through 
part of this war, how this article on running his home the Navy way brought trouble into 
his life, how he was court-martialled and what happened, and the job he did in putting 
starch into the Negro stewards...Old timers may question the slight emphasis on the 
"officer and a gentleman” tradition, but a very heartening Old Salt story.... 
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ponies. Starting with a brief historical background and advice on selection of mounts,Mrs. 
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January 16 


Guyon, Rene Knopf 
SEXUAL FREEDOM $4.50 


First published in England in 1939, and a corollary to an earlier book- Studies 
of Sexual Ethics, this is an attack against the bondage of conventional “sexual morality”. 
With a background which draws deeply from many cultures, ancient and modern, oriental and » 
occidental, Guyon contends that chastity is the “triumph of neurosis” and a -principal cause 
thereof; that it also leads to crime; that hygiene should be the sole individual limit of 
sexual activity; that the many taboos, stigmas which militate against sexual freedom should 
be removed; that feminism is a faulty position since women exist to attract- not compete 
with men- for as long as they can (they're through at forty); and that in our psychophysi- 
ology, or rather M. Guyon's, there is a need for change in most people which is in itself 
a justification of sexual freedom. In spite of all this evidence, this still skirts the 
sixty-four dollar question, what happens to the family, to marriage? Practically an aux 
armes for the mothers of America. 


February 6 


Sorenson, Roy Association Press 
THE ART OF BOARD MEMBERSHIP $2.00 


There's no spark of zest or enthusiasm for a practical, but dry as dust handbook 
on the organization, composition, procedure and duties of board membership. Doubtless this 
is needed. The author, an authority in the field, defines the jobs of boards, committees, 
chairmen, executives, and their interrelation. (The approach is confined to boards of non- 
profit corporations, not boards in the Big Business sense - and the application and exam- 
ples are largely drawn from fields of social service.) He surveys the variations according 
to the size of the enterprise, the type- whether volunteer or public service agencies; the 
functions, duties, procedures; the financial responsibilities. He stresses the importance 
of cooperation of boards with paid executives- and in turn the value to the executives of 
their boards as liaison with the communities in which they serve. The two best sections 
of the book are the chapters dealing with Chairmen and with Politics. 


Clark, Ronald V Scribner 
THE EARLY ALPINE GUIDES $4.50 y 


A painstaking and very British account of the birth of a fabulous and hazardous 
profession, told in terms of the great personalities who established the standards of hon- 
or and responsibility as well as courage now implicit in the title of Guide. There are 
carefully documented accounts of the exploits and character of such famous guides as Christ- 
ian Almer, Croz, Anderegg, Carrel, along with those pioneers who established mountaineering 
@s a science and great amateur sport, rather than a freak interest of madmen. Once the al- 
most archaic style is accepted, much of the substance is engrossing, tinged with the ex- 
citement of men who “guided” where they themselves had never been, earning the status of 
friends rather than employees. The book has an introduction by the past president of the 
Alpine Club, Lord Schuster, and is liberally illustrated with reproductions of engravings 
from Whymper's Scrambles Amongst the Alps, photographs, maps; and augmented with appendices 
containing biographical notes on amateur climbers, a table of principal ascents, a good 
Bibliography and an index. 


Hurst, Mrs. Victor Soribner 
PONIES AND RIDERS V $3.50 | 
y 
Another import- dealing with a phase of riding that is more British than American, 
but containing much sound basic data applicable to beginning riding on horses 4s well as 






Hurst goes on to wise advice on care of ponies, including treatment of minor ailments, to 
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the rights and wrongs of saddling and bridling, to questions of style in riding habits, 
and so on. Then comes step by step instruct'on on training ponies, on country riding, on 
hunting, on showing, on point to point, gymkhanas, and so on. The final section is unique 
so far as I know, and deals with riding camps and tours, and the formation of pony clubs. 
Indexed and illustrated. 


February 6 


Lustgarten, Edgar Scribner 
VERDICT IN DISPUTE / $2.50 


Six murder trials whose verdicts are open to dispute are analyzed by the author 
of the critically acclaimed first crime novel One More Imfortunate (1947) whose claim is 
that they are classics in their field. Florence Maybrick accused of poisoning her husband, 
Steinie Morrison who was tried for killing an old man, Norman Thorne suspected of murder- 
ing his mistress, Edith Thompson supposed to have incited her lover to kill her husband, 
William Herbert Wallace believed to have murdered his wife (all English cases) and Lizzie 
Borden. In the study of the trials the facts, the working of criminal jurisprudence are 
discussed, not for the purpose of proving whether or not the accused was guilty but whether 
that guilt was or was not proved. The weighty and damning points of both sides, the im- 
portance of the jury, the behaviour of the judge, the presentation of counsel - all are 
examined closely and related to the verdicts. This type of investigation offers food for 
thoughtfulness on judicial procedures as it indicates the changes that have occurred from 
1881 to 1931. Followers of legal problems, lawyers and students of crime classics can 
indulge their interests here. 


Simpson, Douglas Scribner 
CASTLES FROM THE AIR Y $8.00 U 


Scribner established its Anglish Countryside Series years ago, to the delight of 
those who love England. But in all of that series, the material included in this unique 
book somehow did not register, other than as isolated instances. Here the medieval feud- 
&l tngland of history and romance seems to come alive again as aerial photography makes 
possible looking down on- and into- the surprisingly large number of castles of that per- 
iod still standing. In some instances, to be sure, the buildings are virtually in ruin, 
but the moats, the earthworks, the shells of towers and battlements bear witness to what 
they once were. England, Scotland and Wales provided rich harvest; the castles are al- 
phabetically arranged for ready reference (one wishes there had been end paper maps, with 
locations indicated), and an introductory text gives the social and historical background. 
Expanded captions highlight points of interest about each castle photographed. Of defin- 
ite travel interest as well as good social history supplement. 


Summerson, John Scribner 
HEAVENLY MANSIONS $5.00 \/ 


Essays, studies in architecture, not from the point of view of the technical 
processes, but the philosophical thought, the social impulses behind architectural devel- 
opments. Many of Summerson's theories will provide controversy in his profession. His 
attitude in relation to the Pompeiian and classical design as basic influence in Gothic; 
his attitudes on fundamental values as a ground for restoration and preservation of anti- 
quities; his characterization of the “ghastly wilderness" of the last decade; his assault 
on various groups of ideas rather generally accepted- all of these issues will stir the 
placid waters. He has chosen in other essays leading lights of architecture,- Alberti, 
Colonne, Wren, John Wood, J.M. Gandy, Viollet-le-Duc, William Butterfield- and viewed them 
through anything but orthodox lenses. And he ends with Le Corbusier, and his “witty, sub- 
lime-nonsensical approach to architecture”. Illustrated. Note especially the new type cf 
binding, transparent, impervious to dirt and resistant to wear, a new medium called the 


"Cresset Binding”. 
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February 7 


Jaeger, Ellsworth Macmillan 
NATURE CRAFTS $2.49 


Superficial treatment of a wide variety of crafts, making use only of natural 
materials such as rush, flint, shells, stones, gourds, nuts, driftwood, bark, twigs, wood, 
clay. Suggestive for trained instructors, but for the neophyte, the how-to-do aspect 
seems very sketchy. Necessary tools are few and inexpensive. Diagrams and drawings- not 
evailable with galleys- supplement the descriptive text. For camp libraries, etc. 


February 9 


von Hagen, Victor Wolfgang Oxford 
FREDERICK CATHERWOOD ARCHT. $5.00 


A brief biography of Frederick Catherwood, the little known, indistinct, forgot- 
ten artist-archaeologist whose lifetime was dogged by bad luck and whose lifework - the 
discovery and reproduction of the Mayan civilization- has been obscured. Von Hagen, an 
explorer in his own right- is here “an explorer of explorers" as he recreates the man, 
patient, precise, reticent, restrained, who was in his younger years a member of the "Keats 
circle”. Coming to America, his friendship with John Lloyd Stephens led to the first ex- 
pedition to Central America where "through rain, rubble and revolution” Catherwood copied 
the Mayan designs- later used to illustrate Stephens’ book. A second expedition was 
followed by his own book- and the 25 superb lithographs used there are reproduced here. 
And after a third trip to South America, as a surveyor for the railroads, and defeated 
by the climate and labor troubles, Catherwood gave up and died at sea on the return to 
England. Although of primary interest in artistic, archaeological fields, this life 
story is in itself a quixotic, ironic one. A beautiful piece of bookmaking. 


February 13 


Packard, Vance Dial 
ANIMAL IQ $2.50 


* Not another shite Collar Zoo but a high pressure text accompanied by lots of 
photographs which briefs the scientific findings about animal intelligence. It follows 
the differences between instinct, learning and reasoning; it gives the backgrounds and 
working of the tests used and indicates the results among the various subjects; it becomes 
@ who's zoo of the dumb to bright to brilliant of the animal world. For it is not only 
on dogs, cats, horses (really stupid fellows), apes and monkeys, elephants, hippopotamus, 
rhinoceros, but also on worms, turtles, bees, birds, cows, that animal behaviorists the 
country over have been working on analyzing their psychology as well as their personal- 
ities. It disproves folk and tall tales; it indicates how far experimenters will go to 
prove @ point (the cumulatively complicated tests which sometimes developed neuroses in 
their guinea pigs); it makes an interesting wirroring of human traits in the animal king- 
dom. Entertaining highlights in this field. 


February t6 +3 


Bergler, Edmund, M.D. | Doubleday 
THE WRITER AND PSYCHOANALYSIS $3.50 


A psychoanalytical insight on the writer which is predicated on the theory that 
“a writer is a person who tries to solve an inner conflict through the sublimatory medium 
of writing". Believing that creative writing is the classical example of sublimation, and 
basing this study on fairly well known literary sources as well as clinical experience, 
Bergler discusses certain tendencies; the regression of the writer to the oral level after 


the failure to solve the child-mother conflict; alcoholism and homosexuality; the writer's 
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block- which analysis can cure; the unconscious manifestations in a writer's work; plagi- 
arism; the writer and society; and reader response and participation in the mystery story 

.. There's some interesting material here, of Freudian derivation, but the market is more 
circumscribed than his previous books, Pivorce won't help and Conflict in karriage (Harper). 


February 20 


Brandt, Mary L. Scribner 
DECORATE YOUR HOME FOR BETTER LIVING $5.00 


A great deal of sound and useful information is packed into this book, and it 
serves not only as a general reference book with a modern outlook, but is geared to be 
valuable for various income brackets. A brief survey, comprehensive and definitive (some- 
times inadvisably so, as when a single drawing seems to limit the scope of a period or a 
type), this covers major points of taste, color, balance, periods, room planning and ar- 
rangement, how to assess valuos in selecting furniture and fabrics, accessories, and cut- 
ting corners financially by making your own slip covers, curtains, etc. The best part of 
the book, for many, will be that section which gives guides to judging values, workman- 
ship, etc. On the whole, the fcrmat is attractive, the photographs and informative 
sketches are helpful, but frankly, the so-called humorous spots fall flat. Indexed. 


hree Titles in 20th Century Library Scribner 


Infeld, Leopold- ALBERT BINSTEIN: Ais Work & Its Influence on Our horild 
Sears, Paul - CHARLES DARWIN: The Naturalist as a Cultural Force 
Tindall, W.Y. - JAMES JOYCE: dH:s Way of Interpreting the Modern World 


These are the first titles in a new series, the purpose of which is to give the 
layman basio understanding of thinkers of the past century who have most influenced the 
current of our time. To only 4 very slight degree are these texts biographies - though, 
inevitably, where factors in the lives of the three men have born fruit in their thinking 
and intellectual contribution, those factors are integral to the whole. In each case, the 
analysis is highly intellectual, philosophical, scientific. Not easy reading and demand- 
ing considerable background for full appreciation. Each $2.00. 

March 
February 23 


Campbell, Walter S. Doubleday 
WRITING: Advice and Devices $3.50 


Director of writing courses at the University of Oklahoma, and known to the pub- 
lic as Stanley Vestal, Mr. Campbell discusses minutely the basic principles and practices 
of short story, fiction and non-fiction writing, for the beginner as well as the more ad- 
vanced student of the craft. There is an appendix of stories analyzed to illustrate the 
points stressed, there are work programs for each section. Serious application to the 
definition of the techniques, words, attitudes, to the understanding of how to achieve a 
beginning, middle and end of the work in progress, how to use the plants, pointers and 
flashbacks, etc. ,should provide the aspirant with a useful working knowledge and some me- 
chanical proficiency. The diagramming here is careful, conscientious and has the value 
of being able to be used while writing and of the author's own success. 


q Se Brochmann, George ITY Viking 
| HUMANITY AND HAPPINESS $3.00 


By a Norwegian who developed this serene philosophy of life through the ordeal 
of the Nazi occupation of his country, this is a gently persuasive and ultimately inspira- 
tional discussion of “certain essential truths about human existence not given in either 
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the orthodoxies or heresies” of our time. This is an attempt to recognize, rather than 
define, happiness as an experience and as a capacity; the illusions which are necessary to 
man; the struggle between our humanity and our mechanization and the need for spiritual as 
well as scientific truth; the ideal of humanism which reached a crisis between the two 
world wars; and the quality of happiness at different levels, in childhood and adolescence, 
in youth and maturity, in old age and finally in death... There is logic here as well as 

a recognition of spiritual values which gives this a wide appeal to anyone seeking a prac- 
tical philosophy at a higher level. 


March 3 


Standen, Anthony Dutton 
SCIENCE IS A SACRED COW $2.75 


The achievements of science today are unpalatable and disturb the comfort of the 
populace, ergo- pfui to all science - let's go back to the days before there was science, 
the days when scientists were liable to come under the Inquisition. After all scientists 
do make mistakes - whether they are the too-sure breed of physicists, or their near rela- 
tives the chemists,or the biologists who monkey with humanity, or those who dabble in that 
unpredictable field of social sciences. Only mathematicians are inviolate. (And he even 
uses some tricks to trip them up). A debunking book which we were unwise enough to sub- 
mit to our science reader for an opinion. Here's the gist of his comments (we only wish 
we could share them all with you- just for the entertainment value, shall we say?).." 
‘Don't send a cat to fetch the cream’ applies here, for a school science supervisor is 
hardly the right man for this job..We suspect that Mr. Standen isn‘t the right man for 
his job either. And we offer as evidence this exhaustive, carefully undocumented study 
which proves that scientists sometimes err, sometimes talk/act like stuffed shirts, some- 
times are motivated by vanity and ambition. To arrive at these conclusions, the author 
refrained from reading any critical passages written by science historians, but instead 
hewed out his own devices. Here they are. (1) The multisyllabular quote, replete with 
Latin-rooted, technical words, thus proving that scientists don't talk good American. (2) 
The. end-run: choose an extreme statement by a scientist with a tendency to extremes, and 
hold his whole branch of science up to ridicule. (3) The Straw man: the most graceful 
technique of all, unhampered by need of quotations. You merely invent a claim for some 
branch of science, then demolish that science on the basis of that claim....If science is 


all Mr. Standen claims, why not use a machine gun on all scientists?..... ” 
March 8 
Thompson, Craig Dutton 
THE SOVIET UNION $3.00 


This is sub-titled "A study of government by trial and terror”- and is a pedan- 
tic, rambling, superficial treatment of Russia and Communism, which attempts to fuse the- 
ory and anecdote. The author is a Time-Life correspondent, with a background of a two 
years’ hitch in Moscow. He reviews early Bolshevik history, pointing up the pattern of 
power seizure as presoribed by Lenin and slightly modified through the years by Stalin. 
Separate chapters deal with the Politburo, its organization, its membership, an election- 
Soviet styled, the police powers, and the judiciary from the Cheka to the N.K.V.D. TIllus- 
trated by personal experiences and anecdotes, here are described also the Red Army, its 
status as privileged class, the economy of the country, the distribution of consumer goods, 
rural and city homes, the grafting minor bureaucracy, the purchasing power of the rouble, 
the Russian woman, Russian culture, the press and propaganda. Interesting material, and 
broad enough coverage to satisfy those readers who want a birdseye view. But on a criti- 
cal basis, ill-written and mediocre contender for an already crowded market. 
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March 9 


Abbott, Karl P. Doubleday 
OPEN FOR THE SEASON $3.00 


Boniface Abbott recalls his years of hotel work, from 4 small family resort, The 
Upham in Bethlehem, New Hampshire, to the Vendome in Boston, Gasparilla Inn, Florida, from 
jobs as a youngster working with his father, to working for others and eventually to man- 
aging then owning his own hostelries. It covers the nineties and the present, and pre- 
sents a panorama of change, from the leisure and formality of his youth to the standardi- 
zation of today. There are stories of hunting, sports as well as the human problems of 
guests and help, of the unexpected catastrophe of storm, fire, sickness and death, of the 
techniques of hotel running from equipment and service to building and financial opera- 
tion, of famous names and famous incidents in his career. Mine host reminisces in friend- 
ly fashion and makes the reader welcome behind inn, hotel and resort scenes. Quite a 
different tone from The Man Who Bought The Waldorf. 


March 13 


Commager, Henry Steele Yale University Press 
THE AMERICAN MIND $5.00 


A portrait of the emotional and intellectual temper of America over the past cen- 
tury, this is grounded in an impressive if unobtrusive scholarship, in an interest which 
extends to all spheres of thought and activity, in an ability to spot traits and trends 
and to vitalize, with great readability, the mainstream of our culture. Opening with a 
profile of the 19th century American, in all his incurable optimism and energy, his mater- 
ialism and his sense of equality, his carelessness and noncorn°crmity, his self-confidence, 
this shows the change brought in at the close of the century- che new social and economic 
pressures which were to create confusion- and some doubt. Here are the main patterns of 
thought; the evolutionary philosophy of Fiske; the pragmatism of William James; the deter- 
minism, the cult of irrationality, the primitivism of the new literature- while Willa 
Cather and Ellen Glasgow upheld the traditional; the economics of Veblen; politics and 
social science and a still prospering religion while theology died. And with the disil- 
lusion and cynicism of the 20's, the reform and redirection of our politics, our juris- 
prudence, there is the “revolt trom forms to functions, from concepts to activities.... 
from individual to social ends” which is to characterize our national programs.... A cul- 
tural cavalcade made up of individuals as well as concepts, this is a very successful 
synthesis, witty on acoasion and consistently enlightening. 


March ie 


Wheelock, John Hall- i, Scribner 
EDITOR TO AUTHOR: The Letters of Maxwell FE. Perkins $3.50 


* This should be required reading for every aspiring editor - for most experienced 
editors - and for all critics! Maxwell Perkins, perhaps unconsciously, reveals himself in 
his letters as few - in his position - do. He confirms- as in life he never did - his 
right to the claim made for him, that he was by all odds one of the greatest editors this 
country has produced. His sensitivity,- to the essential quality in writing, to the psy- 
chology of the writer, is evident throughout this extraordinary collection of letters, 
written in his capacity as senior editor at Scribner's. His penetrating acuity, his skil- 
ful analysis of weaknesses, make his criticisms consistently constructive, while never 
serving to destroy author confidence. With, I think, only one exception (that, Tom Wolfe's 
last letter, written just before his death in appreciation of what Max Perkins meant to 
him) these are all letters written by Perkins to writers, most of them authors on the 
Scribner list, with a few rejections (with no salutation provided for identification) ,and 
some answers to critics. Editorial notes simply serve to identify references, to names, 
to titles, and so on. Occasionally, they seem repetitive, but perhaps that would not be 
true if the reader were not thoroughly cognizant with the world of books, to which this is 
a passport. Names like Hemingway, Wolfe, Davenport, Rawlings etc. carry market appeal. 
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Seroff, Victor I. Simon & Schuster 
RACHMANINOFF $3.50 


This is the story of a man alone, 4 painstaking, unromanticized biography of the 
great pianist. Despite the fact that he lived through spectacular history from the end of 
the Czarist regime, through the Revolution, and that his personal life and career involved 
him intimately with such figures as Tchaikowsky, Tolstoi and Chaliapin, still his diffi- 
dence and self-absorption left him singularly aloof from events and people. Genius and 
fame both failed to give this man's life that touch of drama that would have made this 
book alive for the general reading public. Few others than the student will find it in- 
teresting; perhaps to students this may be an enlightening documentation of those influ- 
ences which affected the man as well as the composer. 


On Verge of Publication- These Four 


Aylward, W.J. Pitman 
SHIPS AND HOW TO DRAW THEM $1.00 


An authority in the field, both as artist and nautical expert, Aylward was an 
excellent choice for this new title in Pitman’s Practical Drawing series. Its value goes 
beyond the use for artists, and it should appeal as a good small handbook for anyone whose 
hobby is ships. From Cape Horners and frigates to diesel-driven tugs, the drawings in line 
and wash include nautical addenda such as deck guns, lighthouses, buoys, etc. The brief 
text, done in manuscript type, is devoted not to artistic technique but to technical ex- 
planation of the structure and rigging of ships-valuable for the model ship builder. (1/2) 


Hunt, A. Lowell Scribner 
FLORIDA TODAY $3.50 


Chamber of Commerce flavor for an enthusiastic endorsement of Florida, not as a 
rich man's playground, but as a place for out of season vacations, for retirement, for a 
new business. Stress on costs of living, outside the resort areas; on the health factors; 
on the climate round the year; on openings and new agricultural and industrial develop- 
ments. One substantial section gives briefs of places, in alphabetical arrangement (which 
is fortunate as there is no index). Even quick divorce is presented as an asset to the 
state (a trifle apologetically,to be sure). 93 photographs and maps. (1/9) 


Del Monte, Jacques Frederick Fell 
FELL'S UNITED STATES COIN BOOK $1.50 


This nas long been needed and will serve its purpose admirably, for those who 
are collecting coins, selling coins, evaluating coings. It should prove a handly stand- 
ard text, liberally illustrated (150 cuts), and supplying the salient facts, in historic- 
al sequence, of U.S. coins. There is an explanatory section on how coins are valued, and 
the factors to consider. Most important is the orderly charting of actual purchase costs, 
cents, nickels,silver, commemoratives, gold, and allied numismatic fields. Indexed. (1/10) 


Jacoby, Oswald Doubleday 
OSWALD JACOBY’S COMPLETE CANASTA $1.75 


The current card craze, in its most detailed presentation to date, this new hand- 
book goes beyond the basic rules of play and gives some very professional pointers on the 
fine points of a game which is not just a game of chance. Particularly valuable are his 
sections on the strategy of defensive and offensive play, on the possibilities offered by 
an entente cordiale between partners, and there are illustrative examples throughout. 


(1/12) 
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SPECIAL NOTE 


In answer to unspoken queries ahout the absence of a juvenile subblement— just a word 
of explanation. The Lecember 15th and January ast issues of the bulletin cover books 
through mid March. There happen to be no January or February juveniles received in 

this office to date. There are however some late March titles which will be revieued 
in the January 15th bulletin. If by that time, some material due earlier in the year 


reaches us, ue Shall include it. 
With the first of the year, ue are starting a new editorial set-up on juveniles. he 
should be interested in any constructive comments you have to make. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES; IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Fage 
591 Peyrefitte, R.- SPECIAL FRIENDSHIPS- postponed to 1/12/50 (Vanguard) 


611 Hatch, Eric - THE BEAUTIFUL BEQUEST- from 1/9 to 1/16 (Little, Brown) 


613 Annixter, Paul- SWIFTWATER- definite date 1/18 (A.A. Wyn) 


646 Frank, P.- RELATIVITY- A RICHER TRUTH- definite date 2/28 (Beacon) 
646 Leuba, James H.- THE REFORMATION OF THE CHURCHES- definite date 2/15 (Beacon) 


667 lania, Leo- THE NINE LIVES OF EUROPE- from 1/? to 2/24 (Funk & Wagnalls) 

673 Smythe, F.S.- BEHOLD THE MOUNTAINS- price from $6.00 to $5.00 (Chanticleer) 

676 Chidester, Ann- MOON GAP- postponed indefinitely (Doubleday) 

679 Sager, Gordon- RUN SHEEP RUN- definite price is $3.00. Definite date 2/10. 
(Vanguard) 

679 Smith, Robert- ONE WINTER IN BOSTON- from 2/? to 3/? (Simon & Schuster) 

681 Stout, Rex- THREE DOORS TO DEATH- from 2/? to 4/? 

Errata: We have just learned that the price of G. Bernard Hughes- COLLECTING ANTIQUES 


(Scribner) reported on page 537 of the September 15th bulletin is $12.50 and not $2.75. 
We regret this error has not been called to your attention sooner. 
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February 6- 
February 9- 


February 10- 
February 16- 
February 25- 
February 235- 


February 23- 
February 27- 


February 6- 
February 15- 


A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR FEBRUARY 


F 


Goodin, Peggy 
Mason, Richard 
Campbell, Grace 


Fosburgh, Hugh 
White, Nelia G. 
Aldridge, James 
Hersey, John 


Streatfeild, Noel 


Bristow, Gwen 


Street, James 
Lamkin, Speed 
Jennings, John 


Seeley, Mabel 
Sterling, Thomas 


O'Farrell, William 


Tey, Josephine 


ROR - 


hen, ‘amie veto ean aaa! 
CONTEMPORARY 


TAKE CARE OF MY LITTLE GIRL (Dutton) 

THE SHADOW AND THE PEAK (Macmillan) 

THE TOWER AND THE TOWN (Duell,Sloan & 

Pearce ) 

THE HUNTER (Scribner) 

THE PINK HOUSE (Viking) 

THE DIPLOMAT (Little, Brown) 

THE WALL (Knopf) March Book of the 
Month Club selection. 

MOTHERING SUNDAY (Coward -McCann) 


REGIONAL, PERIOD 


JUBILEE TRAIL (Crowell) Merch Literary 
Guild selection. 

MINGO DABNEY (Dial) 

TIGER IN THE GARDEN (Houghton, Mifflin) 

THE SEA BAGLES (Doubleday) 


THRILLERS 


THE BECKONING DOOR (Doubleday) 2.50 
THE HOUSE WITHOUT A DOOR (Simon & Schuster)2.50 
CAUSEWAY TO THE PAST (Duell1,Sloan & Pearce)2.50 
BRAT FARRAR (Macmillan) 3.00 


FICTION 


NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Howley, Frank 
Carter, Hodding 
Clay, Gen. Lucius 


McKenney, Ruth 
Lederer, William 
Hahn, Emily 
Kemler, Edgar 


Schurmacher, Emile 


Myers, John Myers 


Lustgarten, Edgar 
Packard, Vance 


BERLIN COMMAND (Putnam) 
SOUTHERN LEGACY (Louisiana State Univ.) 
DECISION IN GERMANY (Doubleday) 


BIOGRAPHY 


LOVE STORY (Harcourt, Brace) 

ALL THE SHIP'S AT SEA (William Sloane) 

A DEGREE OF PRUDERY (Doubleday) 

THE IRREVERENT MR. MENCKEN (Little, Brown- 
Atlantic Monthly) 

KNEEPANTS (Crowell) 

THE LAST CHANCE (Dutton) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


VERDICT IN DISPUTE (Scribner) 
ANIMAL IQ (Dial) 





